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The Town with Japan’s Earliest Sunrise

Asahigamori is located at highest point of the Seichoji Temple grounds. Asahigamori's exact location has
been measured at latitude 35d9m21s N, longitude 140d9mZ20s E, and 333.636m above sea level. According
to a study on the Maritime Safety Agency Hydrographic Department Homepage, the earliest sunrise that
can be seen from Asahigamori is at 6:44am, the second earliest sunrise in Japan (the first being Mt. Fuji).
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Around the time Holy Priest Nichiren was born, countless
schools of sea breams, which are deep water fish, were
spotted off the shore of Tai-no-Ura. There were so many fish
that the villagers were left astounded. This phenomenon is
known as one of the “three prophecies” that occurred at Holy
Priest Nichiren" s birth. The sea breams of Tai-no-Ura are
thought to be sacred and continue to be carefully protected
by the local residents to this day. You can catch close up
views of the sea breams by taking a ride on the pleasure
boats cruising around Tai-no-Ura. It takes about 30 minutes to
cruise around this designated natural heritage area.

Tanjoji Temple was constructed to commemorate the
birthplace of Holy Priest Nichiren. It also serves as the
head temple for the Nichiren sect of Buddhism. It is
that “three prophecies” occurred when Nichiren was
born, a spring opened up quite suddenly in the garden,
lotus flowers bloomed suddenly near the shore, and an
infinite number of schools of sea bream appeared
suddenly off the shore.

Seichoji Temple, a sacred ground surrounded by
thousand-year old cedars, boasts a rich 1200 year
history. Asahigamori refers to the highest point within
the temple grounds. Some theories say that you can see
the earliest sunrise in the Eastern Kanto region from
Asahigamori. Perhaps it is not a simple coincidence that
Holy Priest Nichiren is rumored to have climbed to the
top of the mountain and achieved his enlightenment as
he faced the sunrise he saw from there. The temple
was originally constructed as Tendai sect temple, then
affiliated with the Shingon sect before becoming a part
of the Nichiren sect in 1949,

The rocky shore around the Obenten/Kobenten islands
stretches to over 100m during low tide, revealing one of
the largest areas for seaweed production in the
prefecture. The refreshing scent of the sea rising from
the shore and the incense from Tanjoji s grounds
earned this area a place in the Ministry for the
Environment's 100 Most Fragrant Landscapes.”
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If you drive 1 kilometer down a road leading away from
Prefecture Route 127 in the Yomogi District, and go another
150 meters into the mountains, you will find a sanctuary
tucked away in the woods. There you will find a set of
waterfalls 10 meters in height and 8 meters wide, The
larger waterfall is aptly named Odaki (“male waterfall ) and
the smaller is called Medaki (“female waterfall”). The
waterfalls are spectacular after a downpour, especially
among the fresh green of early summer and the vibrant
colors of early winter. A truly amazing area amongst the
autumn colors, there is a waterfall observation post and
hiking path built for nature walks.

Cruising down the Yoro Valley Line towards Kimitsu,
the road becomes steeper as the air becomes crisp. The
autumn foliage of Shiraiwa, Kamogawa s hidden
sanctuary, is best viewed between late November and
December. The cliffs dyed with the lively colors of
autumn are outstanding.

Amatsu Shinmei Shrine enshrines the Seven Gods,
including the Amaterasu-Omikami (the Sun Goddess),
Toyouke-Omikami (goddess of agriculture and
industry), Ebisu (god of fishermen and fortune), and
Ohoyamatsumi (god of the mountains, sea, and war).
Shinmei Shrine is also known as the Ise Shrine of the
Boshu region. The Marubachisha tree (also called
Nanjamonja tree) can be found on the temple grounds
and is a Prefecturally Designated National Monument.

A gorgeous white sandy beach stretches across 300
meters near the mouth of the Shinmei River, towards
the center of the Amatsu-Kominato District. A popular
swimming spot for younger generations because of its
dazzling sunshine and clear blue water, Shirosaki is said
to be one of the best beaches in the Minami Boso
region. In the evening, the white sands and blue waters
of Shirosaki are bathed in a warm red tinge of the
sunset, creating a different world where time seems to
stand still.



